
Norhill Historic District

Design Guidelines Review
Public Hearing 

Tuesday, March 24, 2026



Houston Office of Preservation Staff
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Norhill Design Guidelines Project Manager:
Terrance Jackson – Planner III, Historic Preservation

HOP + Planning Dept Staff:
Robert Williamson – Deputy Director, Planning and Development Dept

Yasmin Arslan – Interim Preservation Officer

Samantha de Leon

Charles Sadler

Erin Edwards



Agenda
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- Welcome and Introduction      
- Norhill Poll Results      
- Math Equation(s)/Weighted Averages    
- Norhill Design Guideline HAHC Review/Comment(s)    
- Public Comment Period (2 min each)     
- Adjournment        



Planning and Development Department
Norhill Historic District Homepage for Links 
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Norhill Survey/Poll Results
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Norhill Design Guideline Process:
• Four neighborhood meetings/workshops have been held

• Two separate resident surveys have been conducted 

• Survey methodology: 2024 online and hardcopy and 2025 mailout

• 189 (online) + 7 (hardcopy) responses to first poll/survey

• 196 responses to online/hardcopy (first poll/survey)

• Survey mailout to all 855 Norhill homeowners

• 208 responses to mailout survey (second poll/survey)

• Results tabulated individually and combined 

• Weighted-average methodology to determine results

• Resulted in three different drafts of the Norhill Design Guidelines
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Weighted Average Methodology

70 (residents for a 40’ setback) ÷ 189 (total residents surveyed) = 37%
40 x 37% = 15

85 (residents for a 45’ setback) ÷ 189 (total residents surveyed) = 45%
45 x 45% = 20.25

18 (residents for a 50’ setback) ÷ 189 (total residents surveyed) = 10%
50 x 10% = 5

7 (residents for a 55’ setback) ÷ 189 (total residents surveyed) = 4%
55 x 4% = 2

9 (residents for a 60’ setback) ÷ 189 (total residents surveyed) = 5%
60 x 5% = 3

Totals from survey added to get results: 15 + 20.25 + 5 + 2 + 3 = 45.3'

Question: What would be the acceptable minimum distance of a 2-story addition from the 
front property line on an interior lot?
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Weighted Averages: Poll Comparison
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Weighted Averages: Poll Comparison
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Norhill Poll/Survey Results:

Poll/Survey 2
June 2025

Poll/Survey 1
March 2024
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Norhill Poll/Survey Results:

Weighted Avg. – 43.4'

208 Participants

Poll/Survey 2
June 2025

Poll/Survey 1
March 2024

Weighted Avg. - 45.5'

189 Participants
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Norhill Poll/Survey Results:

Weighted Avg. - 9.7'Poll/Survey 2
June 2025

Poll/Survey 1
March 2024

Weighted Avg. - 18.8'
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Norhill Poll/Survey Results:

Weighted Avg. – 5.4'Poll/Survey 2
June 2025

Poll/Survey 1
March 2024

Weighted Avg. - 6.8 [5']

Weighted Avg. - 5.8 [3']

Average = 6.3'
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Norhill Poll/Survey Results:

Weighted Avg. - 6.9 [5']

Weighted Avg. - 6.1 [3']

Average = 6.5'
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Norhill Poll/Survey Results:

Weighted Avg. - 9.7'Poll/Survey 2
June 2025

Poll/Survey 1
March 2024

Weighted Avg. – 19.6'
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Norhill Poll/Survey Results:

Weighted Avg. - 4.1'Poll/Survey 2
June 2025

Poll/Survey 1
March 2024

Weighted Avg. - 5.2' [5']

Weighted Avg. – 3.6' [3']

Averge = 4.4'
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Norhill Poll/Survey Results:

Weighted Avg. - 11.7'Poll/Survey 2
June 2025

Poll/Survey 1
March 2024

Weighted Avg. - 11.6'
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Norhill Poll/Survey Results:

Weighted Avg. - 4.8’Poll/Survey 2
June 2025

Poll/Survey 1
March 2024

Weighted Avg. - 5.6' [5']

Weighted Avg. - 4.2' [3']

Average = 4.9'



19

Norhill Poll/Survey Results:

Weighted Avg. - 12.7’Poll/Survey 2
June 2025

Poll/Survey 1
March 2024

Weighted Avg. - 13.0'
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Norhill Poll/Survey Results:
June 2025 Additional Questions
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Norhill Poll/Survey Results:
June 2025 Additional Questions
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Norhill Poll/Survey Results:

Weighted Avg. – 2,211 sq ftPoll/Survey 1
March 2024

Poll/Survey 2
June 2025

Weighted Avg. sq ft for 5,000-5,999 sf lot @ .47 FAR = 2410 sq ft
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Norhill Poll/Survey Results:

Weighted Avg. – 2,445 sq ftPoll/Survey 1
March 2024

Poll/Survey 2
June 2025

Weighted Avg. sq ft for 6,240 sf lot @ .47 FAR = 2946 sq ft
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HAHC Draft Guideline Review



Draft Guideline Review
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Section 2: Measurable Standards



Draft Guideline Review
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Section 2: Measurable Standards



Draft Guideline Review
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Interior Lot One-Story Rear Addition



Draft Guideline Review
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Interior Lot One-Story Side Addition



Draft Guideline Review
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Interior Lot Two-Story Rear Addition



Draft Guideline Review
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Corner Lot One-Story Rear Addition



Draft Guideline Review
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Corner Lot One-Story Side Addition



Draft Guideline Review
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Corner Lot Two-Story Rear Addition



Draft Guideline Review
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Interior Lot Porte-Cochère, Carports, Auxiliary Buildings, and Garage Construction/Addition



Draft Guideline Review
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Corner Lot Porte-Cochère, Carports, Auxiliary Buildings, and Garage Construction/Addition



Draft Guideline Review

35

Measurable Standards - Height



Draft Guideline Review
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Measurable Standards - Height



Draft Guideline Review
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Measurable Standards



Draft Guideline Review
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Measurable Standards



Draft Guideline Review
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Measurable Standards



Draft Guideline Review
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HAHC Comment for Sections: 3, 4, & 5
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Close Hearing & Public Comment



Draft Guidelines – Public Comments
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Submitted via email



Draft Guidelines – Public Comments
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Submitted via email



Draft Guidelins – Public Comments

44

Submitted via email



Draft Guidelines – Public Comments
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Submitted via email



Draft Guidelines – Public Comments
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Submitted via email



Draft Guidelines – Public Comments
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Submitted via email



Draft Guidelines – Public Comments
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Submitted via email



Draft Guidelines – Public Comments
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Submitted via email



Draft Guidelines – Public Comments
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Submitted via email



Draft Guidelines – Public Comments
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Submitted via email



Draft Guidelines – Public Comments
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Submitted via email
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Next Steps
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Next Steps:
- Preservation Staff will consider, review and 

revise as per comments from the HAHC, 
public, and comments received via email or 
otherwise.

- Formal HAHC Public Hearing (TBD) to 
recommend the Final Draft of the Norhill 
Design Guidelines to City Council.

- Public Hearing date to be set for review by 
the Quality of Life (city council).

- Public Hearing date set with City Council for 
their review and comments.

- Final Draft of the Norhill Design Guidelines on 
City Council Agenda to be formally adopted 
and officially implemented.



Thank You!
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