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Budget and Fiscal Affairs (BFA) Committee 

Open Space Ordinance  
– Requested information from March 2, 2026, Committee Meeting  

 
In the discussion on the open space ordinance during BFA meeting on March 2, 2026, requests were 
made for additional information on expenditures from Fund 4035 – Parks and Recreation Dedication 
Fund. The information below is provided by the Houston Parks and Recreation Department (HPARD).  

Figure 1 shows fee income through the open space ordinance from single and multi-family housing 
developments, with data from 2009-2025. 

FIGURE 1. FEE INCOME BY SINGLE AND MULTI-FAMILY HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS  

 

Current unallocated balance in the account: $14,862,272 

Follow-up questions:  

1. What amenities have been added or improved at parks using open space funds and which 
parks have been improved with these funds? 

The funds have been used for land acquisition, park redevelopment and renovations (such as pavilion 
and picnic shelter upgrades, sports field enhancements, new fitness equipment, and site furnishings), 
playground development and replacements, walking trails, dog parks, court improvements, lighting 
improvements and building improvements.  

Figure 2 below provides usage of Park Dedication funds delineated by park sector. 

Further details on park improvements may be found in the attached 2016-2023 Parks Investment 
Report. 
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2. How much land has been purchased using these funds? 

65 acres of land have been purchased to date. 

A map of the purchased parkland has also been provided by HPARD.  

Both of the above documents can be found on the BFA committee website. 

FIGURE 2. PARK DEDICATION FUNDS USAGE BY PARK SECTOR 

 

https://www.houstontx.gov/council/committees/bfa.html

