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Statement from Houston City Controller Chris Hollins on the Passing of FY2027 Budget

“This budget deserves an "F" for transparency and accountability. It kicks tough decisions down the road and puts
political convenience over sound financial planning.

It’s disappointing that Council approved a budget that repeats deficit spending, pushes the City closer to minimum
reserve thresholds, and shifts more costs onto working families.

Certification is not a stamp of approval. It only means the City can pay its bills for the next 12 months. This budget is not
sensible, sustainable, or good for Houston’s future.

We need to protect Houston’s long-term financial health. There is no question today’s budget makes that job more
difficult.”
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ABOUT CITY OF HOUSTON CONTROLLER'’S OFFICE: Established in 1903, the City of Houston Controller’s
Office is the cornerstone of financial oversight and accountability for America’s fourth-largest city. With a
mission to uphold Houston'’s fiscal integrity and protect residents’ tax dollars, the office oversees a broad
spectrum of the City's financial operations, including its budget, investments, and debts. Committed to
transparency and fiscal responsibility, the Controller's Office is key to maintaining the economic vitality of
Houston, contributing to its status as a thriving metropolis for its diverse community.

ABOUT CONTROLLER CHRIS HOLLINS: Chris Hollins, serving as Houston’s City Controller since January
2024, brings a dynamic approach to City governance and financial management. With a rich background in
legal practice and management consulting, coupled with innovative leadership as Harris County Clerk, Hollins
is dedicated to enhancing the city’s fiscal practices and community engagement. Educated at Morehouse
College, Yale Law School, and Harvard Business School, Hollins’s commitment to accountability and service
excellence drives his mission to build a financially resilient Houston. Residing in the Third Ward with his family,
his work is deeply informed by his strong community ties.
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